Whitwell Round Walk - Roche Abbey Route

Laughton En Le Morthern to Bluebell Wood             3.4 miles

1. On leaving the school, turn left to walk along the road. Cross over the road to meet the church and continue along towards a sharp left hand bend at Church Corner. On reaching Church Corner turn right to walk up the lane. This lane firstly swings to the left then to the right as it meanders through the quaint cottages. Where this lane comes to an end, pass through the Kissing gates. Take a while to admire the views. The wind turbines at Ulley reservoir ahead. Thurcroft Hall and grounds to your right and Laughton Common on your left. In the distance beyond Laughton Common the first sight of Harthill wind turbines can be seen as can Clowne turbine! Turn left to walk across the top of the field towards a metal gate and some fingerposts. On reaching the metal gate pass through and turn 90° RIGHT to walk downhill across the field, fence on your immeadiate right. Halfway down the field the fence turns into hedgerow. At the bottom corner of the field you will see a stile tucked in the corner. Cross this and continue ahead open fields to your left, hedge on your right. Once across the field the path turns slightly left to meet a stile in the hedgerow. Cross over this and descend the steps to the rail line. Cross the line to steps opposite and ascend, bearing left to meet the lane at the top. Turn right for a few paces and in the corner, you will see a stile on you left. Cross over this and IMMEDIATELY turn right (swinging back on yourself). A few paces on pass through the fence gap into a field and turn left to walk along the edge of the field…..open field to your right, hedge on your left. After 170mts you will see a stile on you left. Pass through onto the road and cross the road bearing slightly left to a fingerpost opposite.
2. Pass through the metal gate to continue up the next field hedgerow and fence on your left open fields to you right.  You are, at this point, following the line of the power lines as they run parallel to the hedge. There is, also, a farm on you left beyond the fencing. Where the farm (and hedge) comes to an end, continue straight across the field still using the power lines as your guide. Once across the field you will see a small wooden post on which are arrows pointing both left and right. TURN LEFT to walk along the edge of the field for 70mts until you see a gap in the hedge on you right which leads onto a bridge. Turn right to pass through this gap DO NOT CROSS THE BRIDGE but turn IMMEADIATELY left to walk down the path leading onto the former rail line (now tarrnac path trail). This is “The Mineral Line” 
3. Soon after joing the trail you will pass under a road bridge. After this bridge continue along this trail for a further kilometre until you pass a wide single pole barrier across the trail. Shortly after this barrier you will see industrial buildings on your left, and you will pass through an open metal gate, which has a squeezer stile on its left hand side, before the trail turns left into this industrial area. You have car parking on your left and a building on your right.

4. In 100 metres turn right onto the road at a sign that says Dinnington 11/2 miles. Carry on ahead until you reach the main road. You are leaving Todwick Road Industrial Estate via Bookers Way. Go straight across the road, using the island at this point, and then turn left. Just after going over the railway bridge turn right down the Bridleway, signposted the Bluebell Way. You have high metal railings on your left for 100 metres and the occasional old wooden post on your left and right for a further 70 metres. When you reach the road go almost straight across to carry on ahead onto a track with wooden posts strung with wire either side. 

5. As you go down this track, the building with the green dome 200 metres to your left is Bluebell Wood Children's Hospice. When you reach a metal gate with a kissing gate ignore this and turn right signposted National Cycle Network 674. Continue along this tarmac track fo about 120 metres until you reach a red gravel path on your right. Take this path heading towards the Bluebell Wood building. When you reach the edge of the building, keep on the path as it turns left and you now pass the outdoor play area and parts of the gardens on your right hand side. At the end of the garden you have a metal gate with a "step-over" on one side and kissing gate on the other. Pass through this and follow the path down to the driveway leading in to Bluebell Wood. Cross the driveway and turn left. At the end of this driveway, about 50 metres short of the main road, turn left towards the Dinnington Community Woodland. The spot just before the barrier could possibly be checkpoint 6.
