9 – South Lodge (Welbeck) to Whitwell (Royal Oak)   ---   4.7 miles

##### Very pleasant walk along tracks and “field crossing” footpaths as you head home. A flat walk on the whole all day – Is there a little “kicker” to come as you traverse the last section??? ####
1. From the checkpoint, don’t go via the public bridleway as that is the Burton Joyce route (ha ha ha). Instead you need to go to the far end of the lodge on the right and, just beyond its entrance gate, you will see a public footpath sign that reads “Worksop 2”. Turn right and pass through the gate but be aware of ground-nesting birds. Continue along the path with the lodge on your right and hedge on your left. When you come to the end of the lodge garden, you will see a path joining you from your right. Continue straight ahead, bearing slightly left, to walk along the obvious track heading into the wood. After 920 metres you exit the wood. Continue along the obvious track which bends slightly to the left. The right-hand side is bordered by hedgerow with open fields on your left. Straight ahead of you in the distance you can see Worksop Manor. After 350 metres the track becomes bordered either side by hedgerow.  After a further 240 metres the track turns slightly right. 200 metres further on you come to a crossroads of lanes. Here YOU MUST TURN 90° LEFT.
2. You are now walking down a “grass tracked” lane. After 400 metres, where the grass track meets a wooden fence, to the left, you will see a stile. Turn left to cross over this stile, as indicated by the yellow Nottinghamshire arrow and continue straight ahead. You will have open field on your left and a ditch and hedgerow on your right. Walk along the edge of the field. If you look to your left you will see the track you have just walked down and the wood you have just walked through. After approx. 70 metres, you turn 90° right into the hedgerow to cross a bridge over a small stream, guided by the yellow Nottinghamshire arrow. Once over the bridge go up the steps on the other side. Continue straight ahead along the field with open field on your left and ditch and copse on your right. At the far end of the field, the ditch and copse comes to an end. Pass through the gap in the hedge and continue straight ahead. Again you have open field on your left and are bordered to your right by hedgerow. This is a wide, 2 lane track heading slightly uphill. On reaching the far end of this field, again pass through the gap in the hedge, through the gates then after approx. 7-8 metres, take a 90° turn to the right, passing through the hedgerow which on the right hand corner has a wooden fence and a yellow Nottinghamshire arrow. Continue straight ahead along the edge of the field with open field to your left and a barbed wire fence, beyond which is hedgerow, on your right. From the start of this path until you reach to A60 the path can be a little rough underfoot in places and is a popular area for rabbits and badgers which may have made holes in the ground underneath you. After approx. 210 metres you come to a metal public footpath sign on the right. At this point turn 90° left to walk across the field along the obvious path. Once across the field, bear slightly right to go around the edge of the trees to pass through a gap in the hedge. To the right of the trees you will see a small wooden sleeper crossing over the ditch which forms your bridge. Cross over and continue straight ahead across the next field with a grass bank in the middle indicating where the footpath should be. The path rises slightly, reaches the apex of the hill, and then heads downhill to meet a stile in the hedgerow. Cross over the stile. You are now at the A60 – the main road from Worksop to Mansfield.
##### Time to walk the last bit up thorough Hodthorpe and Whitwell to reach your finishing line at the top of Bakestone Moor ----- Did I say “up”? – Oh dear! ###

3. Cross straight over the road carefully, to pass through the brand new metal kissing gate opposite. Follow the path up though the field as indicated by the public footpath sign. This can be muddy as, for a large part of the year, there are horses in this field but they seem friendly enough. Although the path isn’t quite so clear, you are heading for the cottages at the top of this field. There is a kissing gate to the left of a metal gate in the top left-hand corner of the field, just beyond the power lines. Once through the kissing gate you are now on a track. Continue straight ahead along the track, heading for the rather nice barn conversion. As you wander down the lane you now have a fine view of Hodthorpe, and beyond which, Whitwell. This track heads slightly downhill, and at the point where it swings 90° left, you continue straight ahead to a telegraph pole, to the right of which is a stile. Cross over the stile and continue straight ahead towards the farm. The wide lane you walk down has hedgerow on your right and wire fence on your left. You are heading slightly downhill. As you approach the farm, you’ll see a stile on the corner on your left, next to a tree. Cross over the stile and continue along the footpath that is bordered either side by wire fence, passing to the left of the farm building. Once beyond the farm building and the manure pile, there is a stile. Cross over the stile and walk a few paces to meet the lane and the entrance to Hodthorpe Livery Stables. Turn 90° left to walk down this lane. To your right you will see some holiday cottages. Approx. 80 metres after the cottages you will see a right turn marked by a white arrow.
4. At this point turn right and after a few metres pass through the gate beyond which you will see a pond. Continue straight ahead. Cross over the stile and, again, continue straight ahead across the field, as indicated by the white arrows. Pass through the gaps in the electric fence. Continue straight ahead. As you wander across these fields you will see a number of electric fences crossing you with gaps to guide you through. You will probably “zigzag” you way across these few fields. On reaching the wooden stile, cross over and continue straight ahead, as indicated by the yellow arrow. To your left will be open field and the village of Hodthorpe. To your right will be hedgerow, which occasionally has a gap in it. Continue straight on with the hedgerow on your right, guiding you across the field. Once you reach the top right hand side of this field you will see another wooden stile. Cross over this stile and continue across the next field, bearing slightly left, guided by the poles, to the stile in the fence opposite. Cross over the stile and as the sign says ‘STOP, LOOK, LISTEN, BEWARE OF TRAINS!’ This is the Robin Hood Line that runs between Worksop and Nottingham. Carefully cross over the railway line and go up the steps on the opposite side. Cross over the stile, and bearing slightly left, walk across the next field, heading uphill towards the bungalows at the top.
5. Once at the top of this field, you will see a gap to the right of a newly built bungalow. Walk through this gap with a wall on your left and fence followed by hedgerow on your right, as you walk down this gennel between the bungalows to emerge onto Mill Lane. Continue straight ahead along Mill Lane. (Please note ‘No Ball Games Allowed’!) You are now in Whitwell. On reaching the end of Mill Lane, turn right to walk up Hangar Hill. At the top of the hill, at the road junction, turn left, continuing uphill. At the top of the hill, where the road comes to another junction, continue basically straight ahead, joining the road coming from your right. You are now beginning to head downhill, with a wonderful view on your left of the village and the quarry. In fact you have a wonderful view ahead of you of the hill you have to go up to get back to The Royal Oak! Cross over the road called Greenway and carry on downhill along the road until you meet the green, just short of the junction.
6. At the junction, turn left, then after 15 metres, turn right to cross over the road so as to walk up the public footpath, which goes in between the houses. You have relatively new fence on your left and an older fence on your right, which soon becomes hedgerow on your right. This path rises gently. Soon the new fence on the left ends. After a few more metres you reach the apex of the path and start to head downhill. The fence on your left is replaced by a wall, halfway down the hill. Just as you are coming to the end of this path, you have a boarded-up house on your left and the former Jug & Glass pub on your right, which is now a private residence. You emerge from the path onto a small lane. Turn left and then almost immediately right onto Titchfield Street. You now start to walk uphill. At the road junction continue straight ahead uphill to the little grass triangle. Cross over the next road (Mason Street) over to the steps which are protected by a metal barrier. Once across the road, outside Bank House, turn left and start to climb Bakestone Moor. Just before you reach the apex of the hill (where you cross over the junction of Franklin Avenue if you are on the left hand side or Jubilee Road if you are on the right hand side) you can see the Royal Oak pub approx. 200 metres ahead of you. 
This is the official end of the Louise Smalley Walk 2018!
Congratulations!!!
Go get yourself some refreshment!






