Whitwell Round Walk - Roche Abbey Route

Thorpe Salvin to Whitwell                                  3.9 miles

1. Leave the Parish Oven carpark and turn left and retrace you steps for 100m. Tirn right to walk down Common Road. After 300m you are “leaving the village”. A futher 100m along the road you will see, on you right, a track (Southards lane) immeadiatly before the entrance to some buildings (if my memory serves me this was a Nursery (flower version)). Turn right onto this metallised track. Continue ahead along this track for about a 1½km. On reaching a red metal barrier folded back into the hedge - it doesn't look as if it has been moved in years. Continue ahead a few degrees left on the obvious wide track across open fields towards a wood.

2. The track curves round to the left as it enters the wood. After about 150 metres the track descends sharply and curves round to the right. Where it levels out at the side of the stream, this area is obviously quite boggy at times though not impassable. Continue along the obvious wide track for approximately 400 metres on the flat with the stream on your left hand side, and, just before the track starts curving to the right and rising, you will notice some concrete blocks in the stream. ( These may have been the base for sluice gates ?? ) Cross the narrow stream using these blocks. You are crossing a Metropolitan Boundary out of Southard's Plantation into Whitwell Wood.

3. Follow the obvious path away from the stream. You will be able to see the entrance gap to a private fishing lake on your right, and, in front of you, someone has painted white directional "path" arrows on some of the trees. There are two distinct paths: one going uphill close to the fishing lake, and one starting about 30 metres further to the left. Take the “right hand path” closer to the  fishing lake. Follow the path through the wood. Directional arrows are painted on lots of trees to guide you through. Soon the path positivley swings left to rise steeply to join the “main, very wide, path”. Continue along this main path for approx. 1km , and, at a crossroads of paths with a wooden bench on your left hand side, carry on ahead. Approximately 400 metres further on you reach the centre of Whitwell Wood.

4. Pass a picnic table on your right hand side. Take the widest track ahead of you and slightly right. This track has a wooden pillar, with a blue ring and a red ring on it, on its left hand side. Carry straight ahead on this path for about a kilometre and then leave Whitwell Wood through a wooden gate. Go ahead, across the road, onto the track opposite. This path rises slightly at first then descends into Whitwell to the left of Saint Lawrence Church, on Old Hall Lane. Turn left, just past the entrance to the church, onto High Street. In 20 metres turn right to cross the road and go down Scotland Street.

5. At the bottom of the hill go right onto Portland Street, and in 100 metres turn left onto Hillside. Up the short, sharp, shock of a slope, and on reaching the apex carry straight on until you reach the road junction immeadialty after “Hillside Stores”. At this junction turn right and in 100 metres you will reach you “starting/ending point…..Royal oak public house.
