Whitwell Round Walk - Roche Abbey Route

Bluebell Wood to South Anston                        2.2 miles

1. Leave the checkpoint and go round the barrier to enter Dinnington Community Woodland. The path curves round to your left and becomes a short sharp incline up a gravel path. At the top, pause for a moment and look all around you. ( There are 3 wooden benches here should you already need them having just left a checkpoint ! ) At the t-junction of paths go right. This path continues to rise gently as it curves round to the left. After 200 metres take the right hand fork to the right of a post on which is a sign: Wildlife Polite Notice. As you go along this path you have a fence made up of wooden poles and barbed wire on your right hand side. In 30 metres the path splits, but rejoins 50 metres further on. In another 50 metres ignore the path going left and continue alongside the barbed wire fence. This path is now descending and in 150 metres you go through a squeezer stile. Turn immediately right to keep the barbed wire fence on your right hand side. At the end of this field join a tarmac path as it goes right, climbing slightly. Do not go left.

2. In 50 metres pass through a squeezer stile or a gate which are side-by-side. You now have a fence on your left and metal railings on your right hand side, behind which is Anston Greenlands Junior and Infant School. At the road turn right and follow this road ( Edinburgh Drive ) as it goes round the front of the school. Beyond the school follow this road 90o right - still Edinburgh Drive - passing Wellington Avenue on your left. Stay on this road as it next goes 90o left, passing Rutland Avenue on your left before turning 90o right again and then quickly 90o left to approach a green squeezer stile.

3. Go through the stile onto a tarmac path - ignore the metallised path that goes off to your right after 15 metres.You are now in Greenlands Park. Another path joins from the left where there is a corner of two stone walls. Stay on the path passing to the right of all the sports courts/pitches. Just after passing the pavilion on your right, exit the park via a squeezer stile ahead. There is now a children's playground on your left and Anston Medical Centre on your right. Pass through another squeezer stile and turn left onto a road ( Quarry Lane ). Go past Hall Close on your left. You have a few shops on your right, and can see The Cutler ahead of you on the far side of the main road, but do not go that far. Instead, turn right past the last shop ( North Anston Pharmacy ) onto a little road called The Green.

4. At the end of The Green is an actual green. Take the path that goes diagonally across this green. Once across the path descends quite steeply down a concrete path - there is a handrail in the wall on your left hand side. At the bottom of this path go down four steps and turn right and after 20 metres turn left down another steep concrete path, again with a handrail on your left hand side. At the bottom of this path go straight across the road to a gap in a stone wall, and go down the steps. At the bottom of the steps turn left and go along the road ( The Wells ). After about 50 metres you have a water ditch on your left hand side. Where this ends take a look into the rockery above the ditch and you will see a metal plaque saying " The Wells. Ancient public water supply. Renovated 1995 by Anston Conservation Society.

5. On the other side of the road is a green metal public footpath sign. Go along the slotted concrete path this indicates. There is some green on your right and a stone wall on your left. At the end of the green you have an ivy covered fence on your right. After 50 metres there is a gap on your right leading onto a road. Ignore this and carry on straight ahead on the path. The path descends to a metal kissing gate after about 200 metres. Pass through and go straight ahead over the bridge. ( Ignore the bridge that goes off to your left. ) After crossing the bridge, ignore the path that goes off to your right hand side. Continue ahead. This path then curves gently round to the left and climbs slightly along the side of the stream. In 100 metres you go under bridge BKS/13, and pass through a metal kissing gate the other side. In 50 metres you emerge onto a road ( Wilberforce Road ).

6. Cross the road and turn left. In 30 metres you will see a metal Public Footpath sign on your right. Turn right here, this footpath emerges onto the side of the A57. Turn slightly to your left to use the crossing place over the A57. Cross here and turn left on the other side of the road. In 30 metres turn right at the Public Footpath sign on a lamp post. This footpath goes along the side of a small green into an alleyway between buildings. When you reach the road turn left. You have South Anston Methodist Church on your left hand side, and The Leeds Arms on your right hand side. Pass Yeomans Way on your left hand side and then turn into the carpark of The Loyal Trooper which is the possible checkpoint 7.

