5 –  Jockey Lane (Elkesley) to Bothamsall PH  ---  3.2 miles
#### Sadly the next section is not the prettiest – but the only safe way to cross the A1 – You are now heading for Elkesley ###
1. On leaving Checkpoint 4, you will see, over the road a bus stop and, more importantly, a pavement. So cross the road to join this pavement and follow it round the roundabout, staying on this pavement as it goes uphill towards a 2nd roundabout. This is Poulter Rise. As you head up this hill, you will be very aware of the noise from the A1 on your right-hand side but to the left-hand side you can see Gamston Airport, where some people with a few bob have got some rather nice little aeroplanes parked. On reaching the roundabout at the top of the hill, stay on the pavement as it swings round to the right, to cross the bridge over the A1. Once over the bridge, the road starts to go downhill until you meet a junction. At this road junction, turn right along Coalpit Lane. 
2. After 300 metres, immediately before the sign for a passing place, you will see on your left a sign for Byway. Turn left here to walk down this concrete lane, which is bordered either side by hedgerow. As this byway starts to head slightly downhill, you reach a junction, having just passed Three Ways Bungalow. At this junction turn 90° left to continue along the Byway, as indicated by the sign slightly hidden in the bushes. You still have hedgerow on either side and it is still a concrete path. As you walk along, you will start to see the farm buildings and the main buildings of the village of Elkesley on your left. The observant amongst you may have noticed the odd green arrow sign shaped like a bow, as this section of the route is part of John Merrell’s ‘Robin Hood’s Way’. After a few hundred metres the lane starts to rise gently. At the apex of the hill you can see the houses of Elkesley and you will see that you are on Brough Lane. Ahead of you is a sign for Lawn Wood Lane. Here, take the track to the right to continue walking along Brough Lane. On the immediate left you now have fencing protecting the houses. After a short while, the houses on your left come to an end and you continue down the lane, with hedgerow on either side. The track bends slightly left, then after a few hundred metres you will see a bin, which is next to a public footpath sign and just before a point where the lane swings left. Here turn right to walk down the public footpath, which runs along the edge of a field, with open fields on your right and barbed wire fence on your left. Follow the yellow and green arrow. 

#### Now you are heading for Bothamsall ###

3. Cross over the stone bridge beneath which runs a little stream. Follow the path into the wooded area, bearing slightly to the right, before bending back round to the left. Where the path forks, follow the green arrow to the left, heading further into the pine trees. After 170 metres, you come to another junction. Again, follow the green arrows around to the left, further into the wood. After approx. 30 metres, the path bears round to the right, with a bank of trees going up to your left. As you leave the woodland, you pass by a wooden barrier and head straight out onto a track between a house and an open field. The track bears right and goes slightly uphill, passing under the telephone lines. Where this track meets a junction, you will see private road signs to your left and right with a small metal gate straight ahead, along with a faded Robin Hood’s Way sign. Pass through the gate and continue through the farmyard, taking care around farm vehicles and machinery which may be around. As you continue through the farmyard, you will pass a large blue metal barrier, where the track bends first to the right and then to the left. Where the track bends round to the right at the end of the buildings, continue straight ahead along the track, heading towards more metal gates.  Once through the gates, continue along the grass track straight ahead of you, with hedgerow on your right and wire fencing on your left. After approx. 100 metres, pass through a 2nd set of metal gates and continue along the grass track. The hedgerow is now on your left with the fence posts now on your right.  Pass through a 3rd set of metal gates, continuing straight ahead. You now have a bungalow on your left and hedgerow on your right. You can now see Bothamsall Church straight ahead of you, as you continue along the path, passing Bothamsall Hall. As you pass the church, you come to a main road. Turn right (signposted Thoresby and Worksop) to walk through the village and after 120 metres you will meet the checkpoint at Bothamsall Parish Hall.
This is Checkpoint 5.

