
8 – Spinkhill to Harthill   ---   3.7 miles

Time to cross that motorway. Not the most picturesque part of the walk. Heading to Harthill and a slight diversion into South Yorkshire (watch your pockets!).

1. Leave the checkpoint and return to the road and turn right. The road bends to the left, you walk past the Angel Inn then it bends slightly to the right before reaching a crossroads – left to Killamarsh, right to Renishaw and Barlborough, straight on to Park Hall. Go straight across on to the lane opposite, heading up the lane towards the farm. After about half a mile, where a lane goes off to the right towards Park Hall Manor, keep to the left fork, going straight on towards the farm. The lane rises slightly as you approach the farm. Go through the farm and immediately after the farm, and on reaching the paddock, you will see a sign on a board which is an arrow on a staked piece of wood saying “Quarry Dam Fishing ponds”.
2. Bear right down this lane. 60 metres on where the lane turns right, get off the track by walking a few paces “straight on” then TURN 90° LEFT  through a gate posted entrance and into the field. To your left is the paddock. Follow the line of the power cables poles along the edge of the field. Keep to the edge of the field. On reaching a fence turn right as indicated by the yellow arrow on green background. Walk round the edge of the field with what is left of the fence on your immediate left, open fields to your right. Basically, you are heading towards a footbridge over the M1 motorway you can see in the distance. On reaching the next field you will see a waymarker post with a yellow arrow. Turn left  and walk up the path that separates the two fields. 100 metres on you reach the apex of a small hill where you will meet another waymarker post with a yellow arrow on board. Turn 90° right to walk across the field, heading towards a copse. On reaching Franks’ Copse turn 45°right to continue along the edge of the field as indicated by the faded yellow arrow. After a further 150 metres the field edge turns 90° left to lead you down to a metal kissing gate. Pass through the Kissing gate and continue straight ahead as indicated by green arrow and the white arrow, fence on your left. Pass through Kissing Gate No 2 and go straight on. You have fence on your left, hedge and an “old fence” on your right. After 150 metres, fence on left ends and the path starts to rise gently, leading to a fence bounding the edge of the field and the entrance on the right, enabling you to cross the footbridge over the M1. Cross over the motorway via the bridge then go through a kissing gate, and walk straight on for a very short distance to a track which crosses your path.
3. Turn left and follow the well-defined track. After a short while, you pass through a kissing gate, passing an old disused cattle grid into a copse. Continuing straight ahead through the copse  for a further ¼ mile. You will see a collection of old vehicles. Continue straight ahead until you meet the road. Cross over the road and turn left. WALK ALONG THE ROAD TAKING GREAT CARE. BEWARE TRAFFIC COMING TOWARDS YOU. When you get to a road junction you will see a public bridleway sign which carries a blue arrow. Turn right and this takes you up the motorway service road. The road firstly swings to the left and then to the right and after a further 200 yards on your right is a public bridleway sign.
4. Here turn right and follow the path with hedgerow on your right. The path soon starts to descend. You will eventually enter the wood you can see in front of you. You do this by continuing downhill on the track until you meet a gated opening on your right (just before the track swings left). Go through and turn immediately left. Continue with hedgerow on your left for about 30 metres to the bottom corner of the field and then turn left on to a well-marked path leading you into the wood. You will now have the wood on your right and the edge of the plantation on your left. This is a very well defined path. You will soon see Harthill ponds appearing on your right. After 250 metres you meet a footpath junction, turn right. This leads to a metal bridge. Cross the bridge and on the far side of the bridge, turn left and follow the path round the reservoir, which is now on your left hand side, until you reach the car park, passing through 2 metal gates on the way. Rotherham Sailing Club is on your left and some bungalows are on your right. Pass through the car park until you reach the driveway and a bridge on your left. Turn right along the driveway, through some houses, to the road. At the road turn left and walk along the pavement – you are now on Carver Close. At the road junction turn left and walk downhill, along Pryor Mede, to another road junction. At this junction turn right onto Woodall Road. Cross over the road and enter the small car park to the left of the doctors’ surgery. 
This is Checkpoint 8.
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